
 

Requirements for the Rifle Shooting merit badge: 

1. Do the following: 
a. Explain why BB and pellet air guns must always be treated with the same respect as 

firearms. 
b. Describe how you would react if a friend visiting your home asked to see your or your 

family's firearm(s). 
c. Explain the need for, and use and types of, eye and hearing protection. 
d. Give the main points of the laws for owning and using guns in your community and state. 
e. Explain how hunting is related to the wise use of renewable wildlife resources. 
f. Obtain a copy of the hunting laws for your state. Explain the main points of hunting laws 

in your state and give any special laws on the use of guns and ammunition. 
g. Identify and explain how you can join or be a part of shooting sports activities. 
h. Explain to your counselor the proper hygienic guidelines used in shooting. 
i. Give to your counselor a list of sources that you could contact for information on firearms 

and their uses. 
2. Complete the following option 

Option A - Rifle Shooting (Modern Cartridge Type) 
a. Identify the three main parts of a rifle, and tell how they function. 
b. Identify and demonstrate the three fundamental rules for safe gun handling. 
c. Identify the two types of cartridges, their parts, and how they function. 
d. Explain to your counselor what a misfire, hangfire, and squib fire are, and explain the 

procedures to follow in response to each. 
e. Identify and demonstrate the five fundamentals of shooting a rifle safely. 
f. Identify and explain each rule for safe shooting. 
g. Demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and attitude necessary to safely shoot a rifle from the 

benchrest position or supported prone position while using the five fundamentals of rifle 
shooting. 

h. Identify the basic safety rules for cleaning a rifle, and identify the materials needed. 
i. Demonstrate how to clean a rifle properly and safely. 
j. Discuss what points you would consider in selecting a rifle. 
k. Using a .22 caliber rimfire rifle and shooting from a benchrest or supported prone position 

at 50 feet, fire five groups (three shots per group) that can be covered by a quarter. Using 
these targets, explain how to adjust sights to zero. 

l. Adjust sights to center the group on the target and fire five groups (five shots per group). 
According to the target used, each shot in the group must meet the following minimum 
score: 

1. A-32 targets : 9; 
2. A-17 or TQ-1 targets : 7; 
3. A-36 targets : 5. 

 Note: It is not always practical to adjust the sights (i.e.' when using a 
borrowed fixed-sight rifle). For requirement 2l, you may demonstrate your 
ability to use the shooting fundamentals by shooting five shot groups 
(five shots per group) in which all shots can be covered by a quarter and 
then explain how to adjust the sights to zero the rifle. 

NRA Gun Safety Rules 

Available as a brochure 

http://materials.nrahq.org/go/product.aspx?productid=ES%2014080


The fundamental NRA rules for safe gun handling are: 

 

 

1. ALWAYS keep the gun pointed in a safe direction. 

This is the primary rule of gun safety. A safe direction means that 

the gun is pointed so that even if it were to go off it would not 

cause injury or damage. The key to this rule is to control where 

the muzzle or front end of the barrel is pointed at all times. 

Common sense dictates the safest direction, depending on 

different circumstances. 

 

 

2. ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger until ready to 

shoot. 

When holding a gun, rest your finger on the trigger guard or 

along the side of the gun. Until you are actually ready to fire, do 

not touch the trigger. 

 

 

 

3. ALWAYS keep the gun unloaded until ready to use. 

Whenever you pick up a gun, immediately engage the safety 

device if possible, and, if the gun has a magazine, remove it 

before opening the action and looking into the chamber(s) which 

should be clear of ammunition. If you do not know how to open 

the action or inspect the chamber(s), leave the gun alone and get 

help from someone who does. 



 

When using or storing a gun, always follow these NRA rules: 

 Know your target and what is beyond. 

Be absolutely sure you have identified your target beyond any doubt. Equally important, be aware of the 
area beyond your target. This means observing your prospective area of fire before you shoot. Never fire 
in a direction in which there are people or any other potential for mishap. Think first. Shoot second. 

 Know how to use the gun safely. 

Before handling a gun, learn how it operates. Know its basic parts, how to safely open and close the 
action and remove any ammunition from the gun or magazine. Remember, a gun's mechanical safety 
device is never foolproof. Nothing can ever replace safe gun handling. 

 Be sure the gun is safe to operate. 

Just like other tools, guns need regular maintenance to remain operable. Regular cleaning and proper 
storage are a part of the gun's general upkeep. If there is any question concerning a gun's ability to 
function, a knowledgeable gunsmith should look at it. 

 Use only the correct ammunition for your gun. 

Only BBs, pellets, cartridges or shells designed for a particular gun can be fired safely in that gun. Most 
guns have the ammunition type stamped on the barrel. Ammunition can be identified by information 
printed on the box and sometimes stamped on the cartridge. Do not shoot the gun unless you know you 
have the proper ammunition. 

 Wear eye and ear protection as appropriate. 

Guns are loud and the noise can cause hearing damage. They can also emit debris and hot gas that could 
cause eye injury. For these reasons, shooting glasses and hearing protectors should be worn by shooters 
and spectators. 

 Never use alcohol or over-the-counter, prescription or other drugs before or while shooting. 

Alcohol, as well as any other substance likely to impair normal mental or physical bodily functions, must 
not be used before or while handling or shooting guns. 

 Store guns so they are not accessible to unauthorized persons. 
Many factors must be considered when deciding where and how to store guns. A person's particular 
situation will be a major part of the consideration. Dozens of gun storage devices, as well as locking 
devices that attach directly to the gun, are available. However, mechanical locking devices, like the 

mechanical safeties built into guns, can fail and should not be used as a substitute for safe gun handling 
and the observance of all gun safety rules. 

 Be aware that certain types of guns and many shooting activities require additional safety 
precautions. 

 Cleaning 

Regular cleaning is important in order for your gun to operate correctly and safely. Taking proper care of 
it will also maintain its value and extend its life. Your gun should be cleaned every time that it is used. 

A gun brought out of prolonged storage should also be cleaned before shooting. Accumulated moisture and 
dirt, or solidified grease and oil, can prevent the gun from operating properly. 

Before cleaning your gun, make absolutely sure that it is unloaded. The gun's action should be open 
during the cleaning process. Also, be sure that no ammunition is present in the cleaning area. 

Handling Ammunition Safely 
You must follow several rules for safe ammunition handling, carrying or storage. They are: 
 

 Check the condition of ammunition before you use it. If it is dented or appears to be irregular in any 
way, don't use it. 

 Secure ammunition and keep it away from excessive heat or impact with sharp objects. 

 Store ammunition in original container or ammo box. 

 Lock up ammunition and firearms separately. 

 Do not mix different size cartridges and shell sizes. Keep them separate. 

 Only use round or soft-point ammunition in tubular magazines.  



Two Types of Rifle Cartridge 
 

The location of the primer tells you if a cartridge is rimfire or centerfire. Generally, center-fire cartridges 
are more powerful than rim-fire cartridges. 

The center-fire cartridge has a primer located in the center of the base. 

The rim-fire cartridge has no noticeable primer. Instead, the priming compound is placed and spun into 
the case rim. When the rim is struck by the firing pin, the priming compound explodes, igniting the 
powder. 

 

Parts of a Cartridge 

A rifle cartridge has four parts. 

 

 
Misfires, Hangfires, and Squib Loads 

Misfire 

This occurs when the trigger is pulled and the firearm does not fire. It's caused either by a weak firing pin 
or a defective primer that fails to ignite the powder charge. 



Hangfire 

This occurs when the trigger is pulled and the firearm is delayed in firing. It's caused by a temporary 
failure of the primer to ignite the powder charge. 

Squib Load or "Pop Fire" 

This occurs when the trigger is pulled and you hear only a slight pop and do not feel any recoil. It is 
usually caused by not having a powder charge in the cartridge or shotshell. 

When any of these occur, keep the muzzle of the firearm pointed in a safe direction. Wait about 30 
seconds, unload the firearm and take it to a gunsmith for inspection and repair. 

 

What are the five fundamentals of shooting a rifle safely? 

Position: steady, supported, safe stance 

Aiming: aim only what you want to shoot... keep it safe 

Breathing: relax, breath normal, let half out and hold 

Trigger: no finger in until you are ready to shoot and then slowly squeeze don't pull or jerk 

Follow through: ensure the target was engauged, no malfunction of the weapon or ammo... 

did you hit what you aimed at?  

 

2.2 Parts of a Rifle 

All rifles have three major parts. These three parts are: Stock, Action, Barrel. 

 The stock is the part of the gun that you hold. It helps you hold, aim, and fire the gun. 

 The action is the part of the gun that loads, fires, and unloads the cartridges. 

 The barrel is the part of the gun that sends the bullet to the target. 
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What are the Gun Laws in Virginia? 
A Synopsis of State Laws on Purchase, Possession and Carrying of Firearms 
From NRAILA 

 (As of January 2008) 

State Requirements 

Rifles and Shotguns 

 Permit to purchase rifles and shotguns? No. 

 Registration of rifles and shotguns? No. 

 Licensing of owners of rifles and shotguns? No. 

 Permit to carry rifles and shotguns? No. 

 

Handguns 

 Permit to purchase handgun? No. 

 Registration of handguns? No. 

 Licensing of owners of handguns? No. 

 Permit to carry handguns? Yes. A permit is required if concealed. 

 

Caution: This summary is meant for general purposes only. Firearm laws frequently change and the following answers 

may not reflect changes in the laws. 

Purchase and Possession 

A criminal history record information check is required prior to purchasing any firearm, except for an antique or its replica.  

 

A fee of $2.00 will be collected for such a check. For non-residents it is $5.00.  

 

If any buyer or transferee is denied the right to purchase a firearm, he may exercise his right of access to and review of the 

criminal history record information, provided such action is initiated within thirty days of the denial.  

 

A licensed firearm dealer shall not deliver a rifle or shotgun to a non-resident until an approval report is received from the state 

police or 10 days have gone by, whichever comes first.  

 

Permit holders may purchase more than 1 handgun a month. Non-licensed persons may only buy 1 handgun a month.  

 

No state permit is required to otherwise purchase or possess a rifle, shotgun or handgun.  

 

Virginia residents may purchase firearms from any licensed Federal Firearms Licensee, even if they are out of state.  

 

It is a crime for any person to sell, give or otherwise furnish a handgun to a minor if he has reason to believe that the buyer or 

recipient is under 18 years of age, unless such transfer is made between family members or for the purpose of engaging in a 

sporting event or activity.  

 

A person under 18 shall not possess or transport a handgun or assault firearm.1  

 

This prohibition does not apply to a minor in his own home or on his property or on the property of another with prior 

permission, while accompanied by an adult while hunting, at a range or firearm educational class, and while transporting an 

unloaded firearm to and from such activities.  

 

It is unlawful for a person convicted of a felony, or any person under 29 with a juvenile adjudication, as a 14-year-old or older, 

which would be a felony if committed by an adult, or a person acquitted by reason of insanity and committed to a mental 

institution, to possess or transport a firearm.  

 

It is unlawful for any person who is subject to a protective order issued pursuant to family abuse or stalking to purchase or 

transport any firearm while the order is in effect.  

 

It is unlawful for anyone adjudicated legally incompetent or mentally incapacitated or involuntarily committed to purchase, 

http://crime.about.com/od/gunlawsbystate/a/www.nraila.org


possess or transport a firearm. It is unlawful to transfer a firearm to such persons.  

 

It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to authorize a child under the age of twelve to use a firearm except when the child 

is under the supervision of an adult.  

 

It is unlawful to possess, sell, transfer, or import any semi-automatic folding stock shotgun with a spring tension drum magazine 

capable of holding 12 rounds.  

 

A non-citizen or alien not admitted for permanent residence shall not possess or transport an assault firearm, and a gun dealer 

shall not transfer it to such person. Most shotguns are not included in the term assault firearm.  

 

When a member of the armed services wishes to purchase a firearm, the permanent duty post of a person in the armed services is 

their assigned residence.  

 

When a purchaser presents a copy of their permanent orders assigning residence in Virginia, along with a photoidentification 

issued by the Department of Defense, no other documentation or residency is required by the seller. 

Carrying 

The carrying of any concealed firearm by a person about his person, hidden from common observation, is prohibited. Exceptions 

to this prohibition include: 

1. Carrying in one’s place of abode or the curtilage thereof. 

2. Any regularly enrolled member of a target shooting organization who is at, or going to or from, an established shooting 

range, provided that the weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being transported.  

3. Any regularly enrolled member of a weapons collection organization who is at, or going to or from, a bonafide weapons 

exhibition, provided the weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being transported.  

4. Any person carrying such weapons between his place of abode and a place of purchase or repair, provided the weapons are 

unloaded and securely wrapped while being transported.  

5. Any person actually engaged in lawful hunting under inclement weather conditions necessitating temporary protection of 

his firearm. 

 

A person 21 years of age or older may apply in writing to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of the county or city in which the 

applicant resides for a permit to carry a concealed handgun.  

 

The application shall be made under oath, before a notary or other person qualified to take oaths, and shall be made on a form 

prescribed by the Supreme Court, requiring only that information necessary to determine eligibility for the permit.  

 

A clerk of court is allowed to withhold from the public the social security number in a concealed handgun permit application.  

 

The fee shall not exceed $50. The court shall issue the permit within 45 days of receipt of the completed application unless it 

appears that the applicant is disqualified.  

 

The copy of a concealed handgun permit application becomes a de facto permit if the court does not grant or deny the permit 

within a 45 day period of the receipt of the application.  

 

Once the court grants or denies the application, the person either surrenders the de facto permit to the court or the person will be 

issued a concealed handgun permit.  

 

A disqualified person includes: 

 One who is ineligible to purchase, transport, or possess a firearm. 

 A person who it is alleged, in a sworn written statement submitted to the court, that in the opinion of such sheriff, chief of 

police or attorney for the Commonwealth is likely to use a weapon unlawfully or negligently to endanger others based upon 

personal knowledge or upon the sworn written statement of a competent person having personal knowledge 

 A habitual drunkard or an addict or unlawful user of a controlled substance. 

 Dishonorably discharged from the U.S. armed forces. 



 An illegal alien. 

 A person who in the preceding three years has been convicted of drunkenness or a violent misdemeanor. 

 A person who within the preceding five years was involuntarily committed. 

 

The courtmay require proof that the applicant has demonstrated competence with a handgun.  

 

Proof includes completion of a firearm training course offered by the NRA, the state, or a school; participation in organized 

shooting competition or military service; or any governmental police agency firearms course; previously held a firearm carrying 

license.  

 

The permit shall contain the name, address, date of birth, gender, height, weight, color of hair, eyes, and signature of the 

permittee and judge issuing the permit, and the date it was issued.  

 

Permits shall be valid for 5 years. On and after July 1, 2007, if a permittee moves from the address listed on the permit, he shall 

within 30 days notify the issuing court of the change of address and the court located where the permittee has moved to, shall 

issue a new permit.  

 

The person issued the permit shall have such permit on his person at all times when he is carrying a concealed handgun and must 

display the permit and proper photo identification upon demand by a law enforcement officer.  

 

The specific reasons for a denial shall be stated in the order of the court.  

 

Upon request of the applicant made within 21 days of the denial, the court shall place the matter on the docket for a full hearing, 

at which the applicant may be represented by a lawyer. The final order of the court shall include findings of fact and conclusions 

of law.  

 

Any person denied a permit may present a petition for review to the Court of Appeals.  

 

The petition for review shall be filed within sixty days of the expiration of the time for requesting a hearing, or if a hearing is 

requested, within sixty days of the entry of the final order of the circuit court following the hearing.  

 

If the decision to deny the permit is reversed upon appeal, taxable costs incurred by the person shall be paid by the 

Commonwealth.  

 

It is unlawful to carry any firearm at any time in any elementary, junior high, or high school, or on such school property or 

discharge a firearm on school grounds or within 1,000 feet of school property, except as part of the curriculum or other school-

sponsored program of any organization permitted by the school.  

 

Firearms may be possessed in a vehicle if unloaded and locked in a closed container or vehicle trunk.  

 

Any person with a concealed handgun permit may carry a concealed handgun onto school property while in a vehicle to drop off 

or pick up a child, only if the permit holder remains in the vehicle with the handgun completely concealed.  

 

It is unlawful to carry a concealed handgun onto the premises of any restaurant or club for which a license to sell or serve 

alcoholic beverages on premises has been granted by the Alcohol Beverage Control Board.  

 

It is unlawful to carry any firearm without good and sufficient reason to a place of worship while a religious meeting is being 

held.  

 

A valid concealed handgun permit or license issued by another state shall be valid in the Commonwealth if the person is at least 

21 years of age, the issuing state can provide verification and that states law are adequate to prevent issuance of a permit by 

persons who would be prohibited in Virginia.  

 

The Superintendent of State Police, in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General, may also enter into agreements for 

reciprocal recognition with any state qualifying for recognition under Virginia law.  

 

A non-resident 21 years of age or older may obtain a non-resident license by applying to the Virginia State Police, successfully 

meeting the requirements for resident applications and by submitting fingerprints.  

 

 



Antiques and Replicas 

Antique firearm means any firearm manufactured in or before 1898 and any replica of such a firearm if such a replica is not 

designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional center-fire ammunition or uses rimfire or conventional center-fire 

ammunition which is no longer manufactured in the U.S. and which is not readily available in the ordinary channels of 

commercial trade.  

 

This exception applies only to sales by federally licensed gun dealers. The restrictions on concealed carrying and possession by 

prohibited persons otherwise apply. 

 

Machine Guns 

A machine gun is defined as a weapon that shoots or is designed to shoot, automatically without manual reloading more than one 

shot by a single function of the trigger.  

 

Possession of a machine gun for an aggressive or offensive purpose is prohibited.  

 

All machine guns in the state must be registered within 24 hours of acquisition with the Department of State Police.  

 

A presumption of possession for an offensive or aggressive purpose is raised by: 

 A failure to register. 

 Possession by a person who has been convicted of a crime of violence. 

 Possession elsewhere than on one’s premises owned or rented for permanent residence or business occupancy. 

 When empty or loaded shells for the machine gun are found in the immediate vicinity. 

 

This law does not prohibit or interfere with any machine gun registered with the State Police, that is possessed for scientific 

purposes, or not usable as a weapon and possessed as a curiosity, ornament or keepsake or possessed for a purpose manifestly not 

aggressive or offensive. 

"Sawed Off" Shotguns and Rifles 

A "sawed-off" shotgun is defined as any weapon loaded or unloaded, originally designed as a shoulder weapon, utilizing a self-

contained cartridge from which a number of ball shot pellets or projectiles may be fired simultaneously from a smooth or rifled 

bore by a single function of the firing device and which has a barrel length of less than 18 inches for smooth bore weapons and 

16 inches for rifled weapons. Weapons of less than .225 caliber shall not be included.  

 

A "sawed-off" rifle is defined as a rifle of any caliber, loaded or unloaded, which expels a projectile by action of an explosion and 

is designed as a shoulder weapon with a barrel or barrels length of less than 16 inches or which has been modified to an overall 

length of less than 26 inches.  

 

Possession of a "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle is unlawful except for the following purposes: 

1. Possession for scientific purposes, or possession of a "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed off" rifle not usable as a firing weapon 

and possessed as a curiosity ornament or keepsake, or the possession of a "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle in 

compliance with federal law.  

2. The manufacture for, and sale of, to the military or law enforcement or to penal institutions, provided that every 

manufacturer or dealer shall keep a register of all "sawed-off" shotguns and "sawed-off" rifles manufactured or handled by 

him or her. The register shall keep a full description of the person to whom delivered or from whom it was received.  

3. No registered "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle may be transferred without the registrant notifying the 

Superintendent of State Police, in writing, of the name and address of the recipient. 

Miscellaneous 

 It is unlawful to discharge a firearm in or across any road, or right-of-way, except at an approved firing range.  

 It is unlawful to discharge any firearm in any public street or in any place of public business or public gathering, 

except to protect life or property, or unless otherwise authorized by law.  



 It is a crime to maliciously discharge a firearm within an occupied building in such a manner to endanger the lives of 

the occupants or to maliciously shoot at or maliciously throw any missile at or against any dwelling or other 

occupied building whereby the lives of the occupants are placed in peril.  

 If the act is unlawful, but not malicious, the person shall be guilty of a lesser category of crime. If a person willfully 

discharges a firearm within, or at, a school building, occupied or not, he or she shall be guilty of a felony.  

 It is unlawful to set a spring gun or a set gun or other firearm that is discharged by a trip wire or similar device.  

 It is unlawful to sell, furnish or give a toy gun (other than a cap pistol) if it can discharge a blank or ball charge by 

means of powder or other explosive.  

 It is unlawful to remove, deface or alter any serial number, maker’s name or other identifying mark on any firearm.  

 A mandatory penalty of 3 years for a first offense, and 5 years for a subsequent offense, is provided as a separate and 

consecutive felony offense for using or displaying a firearm during the commission of certain violent felonies and 

drug offenses.  

 A person ineligible to possess a firearm who solicits, employs, or assists another person to purchase a firearm, or a 

person who purchases more than one firearm with the intent to transfer to an ineligible person, shall be sentenced to 

a mandatory minimum term of 5 years.  

 It is unlawful to hunt with a firearm while under the influence of an intoxicant or narcotic drug.  

 A person with a concealed carry handgun permit may hunt lawfully while carrying their concealed handgun as long 

as they have their permit with them. 

 

No locality shall have the authority to bring suit against a firearms or ammunition marketer, manufacturer, distributor, 

dealer, seller, or trade association for damages, abatement, injunctive relief or any other remedy resulting from or relating 

to the lawful design, marketing, manufacture, distribution, sale, or transfer of firearms or ammunition to the public.  

 

The right to bring any such action is hereby reserved exclusively to the Commonwealth.  

 

Any action brought by the Commonwealth pursuant to this section shall be brought by the Attorney General on behalf of 

the Commonwealth. This shall also apply equally to any state governmental entity, including a department, agency, or 

authority.  

 

1. "Assault firearm" means any semi-automatic center-fire rifle or pistol which is equipped with a magazine which will 

hold more than twenty rounds of ammunition or designed by the manufacturer to accommodate a silencer or equipped with 

a folding stock.  

 

Sources: VA. CODE ANN. §§15.2-915; 15.2-915.1; §18.2-279 through 281; §18.2-283 through 286; §18.2- 288 through 

293.1; §18.2-295; §18.2-299 through 303.1; §18.2-308; §18.2-308.1:1 through 308.1:5; §18.2- 308.2:01; §18.2-308.2:1 and 

308.2:2; §18.2-309 and 10; §18.2-311.1 

  



 

The Constitution of Virginia protects the right of the people to keep and bear arms from government infringement.
[282]

 The 

Commonwealth of Virginia preempts local regulation of several aspects of firearms, though some local regulation is explicitly 

permitted. Virginia passed theUniform Machine Gun Act, which was drafted by the National Conference of Commissioners on 

Uniform State Laws.
[283][284]

 The only firearms in Virginia that are prohibited are the Armsel Striker, also known as the Striker 12, 

similar shotguns, and any "plastic firearms." There are no magazine capacity limitations, except that a concealed handgun permit is 

required in order to carry magazines with more than 20 rounds in some urban, public areas.
[273][274]

 

Prohibited places include courthouses, air carrier terminals, schools, Capitol and General Assembly buildings, and churches, though 

some exceptions apply. George Mason University, Virginia Commonwealth University, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 

Department of Forestry, and the Department of Conservation and Recreation also have regulations restricting or prohibiting 

firearms.
[276][278][279][285]

 There are age restrictions on the possession of firearms and some people are prohibited from possessing 

firearms due to certain criminal convictions. Licensed dealers must have the Virginia State Police conduct a background check prior 

to completing the sale of certain firearms. Persons who are not in the business of selling firearms, but make occasional, private 

sales, are not required to perform a background check before selling their firearms. A person may not purchase more than one 

handgun per 30 day period, though some exceptions apply.
[273][274]

 

Open carry of a handgun without a permit is legal in Virginia at age 18, withstanding other applicable laws. Concealed carry of a 

handgun is prohibited except for persons who hold a valid Concealed Handgun Permit (CHP), comply with certain restrictions, or 

who hold certain positions. Virginia shall issue a CHP to applicants over 21 years of age, provided that they meet certain safety 

training requirements and do not have any disqualifying criminal convictions. A person may not lawfully consume alcohol while 

carrying a concealed handgun onto the premises of a restaurant or club licensed to sell alcohol for on-premises consumption.
[273][274]
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Virginia - General Information & Hunting Regulations 

 

Mandatory Hunter Education Requirement 

Hunter Education courses provide instruction in hunter safety, principles of conservation, and sportsmanship. The 
courses are a minimum of 10 hours in length and cover many topics preparing new hunters to enjoy their 
experience in the outdoors. Courses are offered free of charge throughout the Commonwealth. A list of courses is 
available online, or you may contact one of the Department'sregional offices. You can call 1-866-604-1122 for a 
listing of Hunter Education classes near you. For information about obtaining a replacement certificate, see the 
"Replacement Cards" section of theHunter Education page. 

Virginia accepts and recognizes all states' and countries' hunting licenses and hunter education 
credentials for the purpose of complying with mandatory hunter education requirements. These may be 
in the form of an identification card or certificate. 

You must complete an approved hunter education course and carry your certificate while hunting if either of the 
following apply: 

 You are 12-15 years of age (you must complete hunter education but you do not have to carry your 
certificate if accompanied and properly supervised by a licensed adult). 

 You are at least 16 years of age and you are hunting with your first hunting license. 

Although it is recommended for all hunters, you are not required to complete hunter education if: 

 You are exempt from the requirement to purchase a license. 

 You are hunting with an apprentice license. In which case, you must be accompanied and directly 

supervised by an adult over the age of 18 who has, on his person, a valid Virginia hunting license. 
"Accompanied and directly supervised" means the adult maintains close visual and verbal contact with, 
provides adequate direction to, and can immediately assume control of the firearm from the apprentice 
hunter. The apprentice hunting license cannot be used as proof of holding a previous hunting license, for 
the purposes of purchasing a hunting license without proof of hunter education. 

 You are under the age of 12. However, you may not hunt unless accompanied and directly supervised by a 

licensed adult. 

 You only hunt foxes with hounds while on horseback, but without firearms. 

Any person 16 years of age or older may certify that he or she has held a previously issued hunting license by 
signing the back of the license. 

Tree Stand Safety Guidelines 

 Use a full-body safety harness to secure yourself to the tree. Stay attached whenever you are off the 
ground. 

 Never climb with equipment; use a haul line to get your unloaded gun or bow into and out of the tree 

stand. Crossbows may be raised while cocked, but should never be loaded with an arrow until securely in 
the stand and ready to hunt. It can be dangerous to try to cock a crossbow while in a tree. 

 Keep manufactured tree stands in good working condition. Always follow the manufacturer's instructions 

carefully. 

 Most falls occur because of the failure of homemade stands, especially as they age. It is best to avoid 

them. 

 While most manufactured tree stands are safe if used properly, they are occasionally found to be defective 

and recalled. To find out if your stand has been recalled, check the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
website. 

Blaze Orange Requirements 

When hunting any species during the firearms deer season and youth deer day, every hunter, (see exceptions 

below) or persons accompanying a hunter, shall wear a blaze orange hat or blaze orange upper body clothing that 
is visible from 360 degrees or display at least 100 square inches of solid blaze orange material at shoulder level 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/hunting/education/
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/hunting/education/
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/about/offices.asp
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/hunting/education/
http://www.cpsc.gov/
http://www.cpsc.gov/


within body reach and visible from 360 degrees. Hats may have a bill or brim color or design other than solid blaze 
orange. Hats shall not be in "camo" style, since the latter is designated to prevent visibility. A logo, which does not 
detract from visibility, may be worn on a blaze orange hat. 

Exceptions 

 Blaze orange is not required of waterfowl hunters, dove hunters, individuals participating in hunting dog 

field trials, and fox hunters on horseback without firearms. 

 Hunters hunting with archery tackle during an open firearms deer season, in areas where the discharge of 

firearms is prohibited by state law or local ordinance, are exempt from the blaze orange requirement. 

 Blaze orange is not required during the muzzleloading deer season(s). 

Hunting Hours 

 Sunrise-Sunset Table (PDF) 

 There is no Sunday hunting. 

 One-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset for nonmigratory birds and game animals 

except during spring gobbler season. 

 One-half hour before sunrise until 12 noon during spring gobbler season, except the last 12 days the 

hunting hours are ½ hour before sunrise until sunset. 

 One-half hour before sunrise to sunset for Youth Spring Turkey Hunt Day. 

 Hours for bear hound training season are ½ hour before sunrise to 4½ hours after sunset. 

 Bobcat, foxes, raccoons, and opossums may be hunted by day or night during authorized seasons. 

 Nuisance species may be taken day or night. 

Hunting with Dogs 

 Dogs may be used to pursue wild birds and animals during hunting seasons where not prohibited. 

 When the chase begins on other lands, fox hunters and coon hunters may follow their dogs on prohibited 

lands, and hunters of all other game, when the chase begins on other lands, may go upon prohibited lands 
to retrieve their dogs, but may not carry firearms or archery tackle on their persons or hunt any game 
while thereon. The use of vehicles to retrieve dogs on prohibited lands shall be allowed only with the 
permission of the landowner or his agent. Any person who goes on prohibited lands to retrieve his dogs 
must identify himself when requested by the landowner or his agent. 

 Unlawful to use dogs when hunting any species with archery tackle during any archery season. 

 Unlawful to chase with dogs or hunt with dogs or to attempt to chase or hunt with dogs any wild animal 

from a baited site or to train dogs on any wild animal from a baited site. Furthermore, it shall be unlawful 
to place, distribute or maintain bait or salt for any wild animal for the purpose of chasing with dogs, 
hunting with dogs, or the training of dogs. A baited site will be considered to be baited for 30 days 
following the complete removal of all such bait or salt. 

 It is unlawful to intentionally cripple or otherwise harm any game animal for the intent of continuing a 

hunt, or chase, or for the purpose of training dogs. Upon treeing, baying, or otherwise containing an 
animal in a manner that offers the animal no avenue of escape, the person or the hunting party shall 
either harvest the animal if within a legal take season and by using lawful methods of take or terminate 
the chase by retrieving the dogs and allowing the animal freedom to escape for the remainder of the same 
calendar day. 

 It is unlawful to dislodge an animal from a tree for the intent of continuing a hunt, or chase, or for the 
purpose of training dogs. 

Training Dogs 

The training of dogs on live wild animals is considered hunting and is unlawful during the closed season except as 
noted below. 

 You must have a valid hunting license while training dogs on live wild animals. 

 You may train dogs during daylight hours on rabbits and non-migratory game birds on private lands. 
Participants shall have no weapons other than starter pistols in their possession and no wild animals shall 
be taken. Weapons may be in possession when training dogs on captive raised and properly marked 
mallards and pigeons so that they may be immediately shot or recovered, except on Sunday. 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/hunting/regulations/sunrisesunset.pdf


 You may train dogs on National Forest or Department-owned lands only during authorized training 

seasons that specifically permit these activities. 

 You may train dogs on quail on designated portions of the Amelia Wildlife Management Area (WMA), 

Chester F. Phelps WMA, Chickahominy WMA and Dick Cross WMA from September 1 to the day prior to 
the opening date of the quail hunting season, both dates inclusive. No weapons other than starter pistols 
may be in possession, and pen-raised birds may not be released. 

 Pen-raised quail may be released at any time on private land with landowner permission. However, except 
on hunting (shooting) preserves, birds can only be shot during the regular quail season. Regular bag limits 
apply. 

 You may train dogs during daylight hours on rabbits and non-migratory game birds on the Weston WMA 

from September 1 thru March 31, both dates inclusive. Participants in this dog training season shall have 
no weapons other than starter pistols in their possession, shall not release pen-raised birds, and must 
comply with all regulations and laws pertaining to hunting. No game shall be taken. 

Legal Use of Firearms and Archery Equipment 

Valid Concealed Handgun Permit Holders May: 

 Possess a concealed handgun during archery seasons, muzzleloader seasons, and general firearms 

seasons in counties where rifles are prohibited. 

 Possess a concealed handgun on National Forest and Department lands during the closed season. 

 Possess and transport a loaded concealed handgun in or on any vehicle on National Forest and 
Department lands. 

Special restrictions may apply to specific firearms use in some counties. See Local Firearms Ordinances for details. 

 No restrictions on shot size except for spring gobbler season when it is unlawful to have any shot in 

possession larger than number 2 fine shot while hunting. 

 Shotguns must not be larger than 10 gauge. 

 Unplugged shotguns are legal for hunting non-migratory game and crows. 

 Shotgun barrels must be at least 18 inches long. 

 Shotguns with rifled barrels are permitted in areas where slugs may be used. 

 All game birds and animals, except deer, may be hunted with shotguns from boats. Hunters must have 

permission from the landowner to hunt/retrieve game located on private land. 

 Rifles used for deer or bear must be .23 caliber or larger. 

 Rifles (including air rifles) may be used for taking wild animals and wild birds, except migratory game 

birds and waterfowl, and where prohibited by local ordinances. 

 Rifles (including air rifles), pistols, and revolvers may be used for hunting crows, except where prohibited 

by local ordinances. 

 Rifles (including air rifles), pistols, and revolvers may be used for hunting turkeys, except where 

prohibited by local ordinances. 

 Pistols, revolvers and muzzleloading pistols may be used for small game except where prohibited by local 

ordinances. 

 Pistols and revolvers are lawful for deer and bear hunting only in those counties where hunting deer and 
bear with rifles is lawful. Cartridges used must be .23 caliber or larger and have a manufacturer's rating of 
350 foot-pounds muzzle energy or more. 

 Muzzleloading shotguns, muzzleloading rifles or archery tackle may be used to hunt during the firearms 

seasons where not prohibited. 

 Archery tackle (including crossbows) may be used for hunting wild birds and animals. 

 Crossbows are legal to use by any hunter. 

o If a crossbow is used during an archery season (including the urban archery season) the hunter 
must have a crossbow license. 

o If a hunter chooses to use both conventional archery tackle and a crossbow during an archery 

season, they will need both an archery license when using the conventional bow and a crossbow 
license when using the crossbow. 

o If a hunter chooses to use a crossbow during the firearms season, no crossbow license will be 
required (just as there is no requirement for a person to have an archery license if using 
conventional archery equipment during the firearms season). 

o The laws governing the use of archery tackle also apply to crossbow tackle. 

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/hunting/regulations/localordinances.asp


Unlawful Methods 

It is unlawful to: 

 Hunt wild birds and wild animals with firearms or other weapons on Sunday, 

except on licensed shooting preserves. Raccoon hunters may hunt until 2:00 
a.m. Sunday mornings. 

 Hunt migratory game birds with a shotgun capable of holding more than three shells in the magazine and 

chamber, combined, unless allowed by Federal regulations and authorized by the Department. 

 Discharge a firearm or archery tackle in or across or within the right-of-way of any public road. 

 Cast a light attached to a vehicle or from a vehicle beyond a roadway upon places used by deer without 

written permission of the landowner or at anytime while in the possession of a rifle, shotgun, pistol, 
archery tackle, or speargun. 

 Handle any firearm in a reckless manner so as to endanger the life, limb, or property of any person. 

 Destroy, mutilate, or take down "posted" signs or to litter. 

 Hunt adjacent to forest fires. 

 Willfully and intentionally impede the lawful hunting or trapping of wild birds or wild animals. 

 Kill or cripple and knowingly allow any non-migratory game bird or game animal to be wasted without 

making a reasonable effort to retrieve the animal and retain it in possession. 

 Hunt under age 12 without being accompanied and directly supervised by a licensed parent, guardian, or 

other adult designated by the parent or guardian. The term "accompanied and directly supervised" means 
the adult maintains close visual and verbal contact, provides adequate direction to, and can immediately 
assume control of the firearm. 

 Hunt with an Apprentice Hunting License without being accompanied and directly supervised by a licensed 

adult over the age of 18. The term "accompanied and directly supervised" means the adult maintains close 
visual and verbal contact, provides adequate direction to, and can immediately assume control of the 
firearm. 

 Shoot a rifle or pistol at wild birds or animals on or over the public inland waters of the state. However, 

licensed trappers may shoot a .22 caliber rimfire rifle or pistol on or over public inland waters for the 
purpose of dispatching trapped animals. 

 Carry a loaded rifle or pistol on a boat or other floating device on public inland waters for hunting wild 
birds or animals. 

 Shoot waterfowl or migratory game birds from a boat being propelled by a motor. 

 Hunt while under the influence of intoxicants or narcotic drugs. 

 Molest eggs, nest, den or young of any wild bird or animal, except nuisance species, at any time without a 

permit as required by law 

 Occupy any baited blind or other baited place for the purpose of taking or attempting to take any wild 
game bird or wild game animal or to put out bait or salt for the purpose of taking or killing any wild game 

bird or wild game animal, except for the purpose of trapping furbearing animals. 

 Shoot or attempt to take any wild bird or animal from any vehicle, except as otherwise provided by law. 

 Exceed the bag limit or possess over the daily limit of any wild bird or animal while in the forests, fields, or 

waters of this state. 

 Use vehicles or possess firearms while retrieving dogs on private lands without permission of the 

landowner. 

 Use live birds or animals to decoy or call game. 

 Kill or attempt to kill any deer while in a boat or other type of watercraft. 

 Hunt or attempt to kill or trap any species of wild bird or wild animal after having obtained the daily bag or 

season limit during such day or season. However, any properly licensed person, or a person exempt from 
having to obtain a license, who has obtained such daily bag or season limit while hunting may assist 
others who are hunting game by calling game, retrieving game, handling dogs or conducting drives if the 
weapon in his possession is an unloaded firearm, a bow without a nocked arrow or an unloaded crossbow. 
Any properly licensed person, or person exempt from having to obtain a license, who has obtained such 
season limit prior to commencement of the hunt may assist others who are hunting game by calling game, 
retrieving game, handling dogs, or conducting drives, provided he does not have a firearm, bow or 
crossbow in his possession. 

 Hold in captivity any live wild birds or wild animals outside the limits allowed by regulations without a 

permit. 

 Alter, change, borrow or lend a hunting license or permit. 

 Hunt with arrows to which any drug, chemical or toxic substance has been added or explosive-head 

arrows. 



 Possess or transport any wild bird or wild animal or the carcass or the parts thereof, unless specifically 

allowed and only in accordance with regulations. 

 Hunt wild birds and wild animals with fully automatic firearms, (i.e. machine guns). 

 Sell or purchase any wild bird or wild animal carcass or parts thereof, except as specifically permitted by 
law. 

 Virginia law specifies that it shall be unlawful for any person who has been convicted of a felony to 

knowingly and intentionally possess or transport any firearm. A muzzleloading firearm is considered a 
firearm under Virginia law. Any person prohibited from possessing, transporting, or carrying a firearm 
under this law may petition the circuit court of the jurisdiction in which he resides for a permit to possess 
or carry a firearm. 

 Use radio tracking equipment, except on dogs or on raptors permitted by a falconry permit, to aid in the 
chase, harvest or capture of wildlife. 

Shooting From the Road is Illegal 

Shooting at wildlife from a vehicle and/or from or across a public road is illegal. Penalties include: fines, license 
revocation and confiscation of firearms. 

Unlawful Feeding of Certain Wildlife 

Not only is it illegal to hunt, chase with dogs, or attempt to kill game birds and animals from a baited site, it is also 
illegal to feed some wildlife under certain circumstances. The Department does not encourage the feeding of 
wildlife at any time of the year. Feeding restrictions help control the transmission of diseases, nuisance problems, 
littering concerns, and enforcement issuesabout hunting with bait. 

Unlawful to Feed Deer September 1, 2010 through January 1, 2011 

It is unlawful for any person to place or distribute food, salt, minerals or similar substances, to feed or attract deer 
from September 1 through the first Saturday in January, both dates inclusive. Nor, upon written notification by 
Department personnel, shall any person continue to place or distribute any food, salt, mineral or similar substances 
for any purpose if the placement of these materials results in the attraction of and/or feeding of deer. No part of 

this regulation shall be construed to restrict bona fide agronomic plantings (including wildlife food plots) or 
distribution of food to livestock. 

Unlawful to Feed Bears (anytime) 

It is unlawful for any person to place or distribute food, minerals, carrion or similar substances to feed or attract 

bear. Nor, upon written notification by Department personnel, shall any person continue to place or distribute any 
food, mineral, carrion or similar substances for any purpose if the placement of these materials results in the 
presence of bear in such numbers or circumstances to cause annoyance or inconvenience to any person, cause 
property damage, or endanger any person or wildlife. 

 
 
Local Ordinances 

Fairfax County 
2. No rifles larger than .22 for hunting. 
25. No hunting with firearms of game species from within 100 yds. of a road. 
45. All rifles, pistols, or shotguns loaded with slugs prohibited for any hunting. 

 
Fauquier County 14, 18, 22, 36, 37, 54 

14. It is unlawful to hunt from the road withfirearms. 
18.  It is unlawful to hunt with a firearm within 100 yds. of a road. 
22. It is unlawful to possess a loaded firearm on the road except when permission to hunt is obtained from 

landowners on each side. 
36. It is unlawful to discharge a firearm from or across any sidewalk, highway or on public land. 
37. It is unlawful for minors to carry firearms on public highways or public lands unless accompanied by 

certain adults. 



54. It is unlawful to transport, possess, or carry a loaded rifle or shotgun in any vehicle on any public 
street, road or highway. 

 
 


